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What’s UPPs 
NEWSLETTER NO 8      TUESDAY 2 JUNE 2020 

 
Dear Parents and Carers 

Welcome to our final week of remote learning.  

I must begin by congratulating all of our Foundation – Grade 2 students and their families 

on their very smooth transition back to on-site learning. It has been fantastic to see them 

back at school again! Overall, they have coped very well. Thank you very much to our 

families for preparing the children so well for the return to school.  

Next week, we look forward to welcoming back our Grade 3, Grade 4, Grade 5 and Grade 

6 students on Tuesday 9th June. The following information is provided to support the 

return to school. We ask that you are patient and understanding with us as we move 

through this process as we are all learning together.  Please communicate directly with us 

if you have any concerns.   

Returning to School Guide Update 

We understand that this document outlines many protocols and procedures that may 

require a change in routine for some families.  These changes are necessary as we follow 

advice to help with the management of COVID 19.  We sincerely thank you for your sup-

port and co-operation and as always, we are very happy to discuss any of the arrange-

ments that may cause concern. 

Mental Health & Wellbeing 

We understand that some families may feel anxious about the move back to classroom 

teaching and learning.   The mental health and wellbeing of students will be an important 

consideration during the return to school transition.  The school continues to provide 

support to students and families.  If you feel concerned about your child’s wellbeing 

please contact the school.   

Attendance On-site 

The Australian Health Protection Principal Committee (AHPPC) has advised that a ‘venue 
density rule’ of no more than one person per four square metres is not appropriate or 
practical in classrooms or corridors, nor maintaining 1.5 metres between students during 
classroom activities. Therefore, the previously established ratio of 10 students per class is 
no longer required in schools. 

All students in the year levels returning to on-site schooling are expected to attend 
school. It is a directive from DET that schools are not expected to provide remote learn-
ing where parents elect to keep these students at home, except where this is based on 
medical advice.   

Parents/carers of students with or living with those with complex medical needs 
(including those with compromised immune systems), should seek advice from the stu-
dent’s medical practitioner to support decision-making about whether on-site education 
is suitable.   Written advice from the medical practitioner should be provided to the 
school. 



School Health & Safety Measures  

The school is implementing a number of strategies to support physical distancing particularly among adults, and good hygiene 

practices. 

1. Arrival and departure from school.  In order to minimise the number of adults congregating outside the school at 

any one time, we will be utilising different gates for different year levels.  From Tuesday 9th June please utilise the 

following gates:- 

 Foundation – northern gate on Waller Avenue near the Foundation classrooms           

 Grade 1 – southern gate on Waller Avenue near the bike shed  

 Grade 2 – northern gate on Russell Street near the Multi-Purpose Room 

 Grades 3 & 4– southern gate on Russell Street near the Grade 1/2 playground 
 Grades 5 & 6 – front gate on Inkerman Street   

 

2. Times of arrival and departure.  Breakfast Club will remain closed until further notice as staff have been allocated 

to gate duty to ensure students are supported and safely supervised when they arrive and depart from school.  Fur-

ther to this, reducing mixing between different cohorts is recommended as a precautionary measure to minimise risk 

of spread of transmission. 

 It is very important that families observe the specified arrival times.  Staff will not be in the yard before school to 

supervise students and parents should not be on-site while our current protocols are in place.  If there is a need for 

your child to be at school earlier than 8:35am, we have before school care available in the MPR.  Please contact the 

YMCA directly to organise childcare. 

Arrival times are as follows:- 

8:35am – 8:45am    Foundation, Grade 2, Grade 4 and Grade 6 students arrive 

8:45am – 8:55am    Grade 1, Grade 3 and Grade 5 students arrive 

    Departure times: 

    3:00pm – 3:10pm   Foundation, Grade 2, Grade 4 and Grade 6 students depart 

    3:10pm – 3:20pm   Grade 1, Grade 3 and Grade 5 students depart 
 

Siblings may arrive and leave together. 

Please discuss the gate and the time that you will drop off and pick 

up so that all siblings are aware of the arrangements. 
 

1. Play areas – playground equipment can be used however, students will practise hand hy-

giene before and after use.  We have allocated different areas of the school grounds to different year levels in order 

to reduce contact between students.  Students may continue to use their allocated playground and play in the follow-

ing areas:- 

Foundation, Grade 1 and Grade 2 – playgrounds plus the oval  

Grades 3 and 4 students – playground plus the basketball court 

Grades 5 and 6 students – playground plus the front of the school 

 2.    Students should bring their own water bottles and should not drink directly from drinking fountains at this time.  Taps 

    may be used to refill water bottles.   

3. Soap will be provided in all toilets and hand sanitiser available in all classrooms. 

 4.    Extended and increased cleaning arrangements will continue.  High touch points will be cleaned during the day and    

    after school.  

5. Sharing of equipment will be minimised and hand hygiene in place before and after use. 

6. Sharing of food is actively discouraged during this time.   



 Management of an unwell student 

 1. All unwell children must remain at home. 

 2. A student who becomes unwell while at school will be sent home. 

 3. Students experiencing compatible symptoms with coronavirus at school will be isolated in an appropriate space 

 and supervised until collection by a parent or carer as soon as possible. 

 4. Parents or carers of students experiencing compatible symptoms should seek advice from their health care pro

 fessional who can advise on next steps.  Please keep the school informed. 

 Management of the school environment 

 1. Parents and carers are encouraged to remain within their cars and should not enter school grounds unless it is 
 essential. There should be no congregating at gates, as social distancing requirements should be observed.   

 2. Parents and carers can communicate with the school through writing in your child’s diary, telephoning the office 

 on 5330 5400, or emailing the school on Urquhart.park.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au.  Teachers will be available to s

 peak with parents by appointment. 

 3. School assemblies, excursions, camps and other non-essential large gatherings will continue to be postponed. 
 4. The canteen will remain closed until further notice. 
 5. The Classroom Carers program is also postponed until further notice. 
 6. Breakfast Club is postponed until further notice. 
 

Return of devices 

Students in Grades 3 to 6 who have borrowed a school device should return it on Tuesday 9th June.  

Safe Driving Around Our School 

In Victoria, it is illegal for motorists to cross  double dividing lines to enter or leave the road. A number of 

drivers have been turning right across the double unbroken lines in Russell Street in order to park. We have 

been reliably informed that this infringement may result in a $300 fine. A worse outcome could be an acci-

dent involving families from our school. Please observe traffic regulations around our school so that we all 

stay safe. Thank you for your co-operation. 

New Sanitary Unit in the Senior Toilets 

I would like to bring to your attention that we have had a new dispenser installed in the Senior Unit girls’ toilet as part of the 

Victorian Government’s initiative to provide free sanitary products in every government school. This initiative aims to provide 

students with the confidence that sanitary items (Libra tampons and pads) will be readily accessible at school. Please contact 

the school if you would like further information. 

School Concert 

I am very disappointed to announce that our bi-annual school concert has been postponed. This decision was made due to 

concerns around COVID-19 restrictions. We have moved the concert to 2021 when our community will be able to come togeth-

er for this special celebration. We have tentatively booked Wednesday 25 August 2021 for next year’s concert. 

Foundation Enrolments 2021 

We have begun the process of offering places for Foundation in 2021. If you have a child in need of a place, please ensure that 
the enrolment form is given to our Office Manager, Susan, as soon as possible so that a place is reserved. 
 

Reports 

Reports will be emailed to parents and carers so please ensure that we have your current email address. There have been 
some changes to the report format because of the COVID-19 pandemic and the transition to home learn-
ing. Learning Conferences are not scheduled until the end of Term 3; however, parents may make ap-
pointments to meet with teachers to discuss their child’s learning at any time. 

Many thanks and best wishes, 

Janet Hillgrove 

mailto:Urquhart.park.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au


JUNIOR UNIT 
The Junior Unit have enjoyed being back to school and back to routine. It has been wonderful 

seeing the smiling faces of all of our students. 

In Foundation, the students have continued their research into weather and have been enjoying 

some hands on experiences, with some weather related experiments. 

In Grade 1, the students have begun investigating minibeasts in the school environment. They have 

enjoyed  observing worms and are learning to create accurate diagrams of the minibeasts that they see. 

In Grade 2, the students have been using Scooville to communicate with their peers and stay safe on 

line. They have also begun writing persuasive pieces about  the piece of technology they can't live 

without. 

MIDDLE UNIT 

Thanks again for your continued support over the last fortnight. We are all very excited about the 

upcoming return to school. The teachers cannot wait to see everyone’s faces again, and we know how 

excited the students will be to see each other.  

In Grade 3, students have looked at the role of charities and volunteers in the community and how 

students can support others through volunteering. Their new Unit of Inquiry has an appropriate focus on 

how humans respond and adapt to change and adversity.  

Grade 4 students have begun an inquiry into ‘Asking questions and thinking creatively helps us 

understand problems and make decisions.’ They began by learning how to find information in a text and 

will be applying these skills in a passion project that will inform their peers about a topic of interest.  

We are aware that there may be some nerves about returning to school. We have planned for extra 

wellbeing activities to ensure the students feel as comfortable as possible each and every day. If you have 

any concerns, please speak to your teacher.  

SENIOR UNIT 

We are approaching our return for all of our Senior Unit students and I’m sure they are looking forward to seeing all 

of their friends and getting things back closer to normal! Thank you to all the students and families for their efforts 

during these 8 weeks of online learning, it has had it challenges but it is great for our students to have so much 

wonderful support. 

The Grade 6’s are busily working on developing their ability to develop OPEN and CLOSED questions to enhance 

their research skills and are looking at the importance of creating a bibliography in order to show their sources of 

information. In Mathematics they have started to focus on area and perimeter of irregular shapes and the real 

world applications of this knowledge. 

In Grade 5, students have been working to build their ability to analyse texts when reading and looking at the vary-

ing purposes and impacts different text types have. For their Unit of Inquiry they have been looking at the impacts 

of different types of natural disasters such as hurricanes and earthquakes. 

We understand that there may be some students nervous about the return to school next week.  During our online 

learning we have had a significant focus on well--being and conducting Resilience Project lessons and we hope that 

we can help students through this transition by utilising our learning about gratitude, empathy and mindfulness. 

If you have any worries or concerns, please speak to your teacher. 



Konnichiwa!  
I would like to congratu-

late students, and their 

dedicated parents, for 

their efforts this term us-

ing Seesaw to complete 

their Japanese activities. I 

have  included  a few ex-

amples here for posterity!  

 

As we return to the class-

room, students will be re-

viewing all learnt material 

this term, to reinforce 

learnt material. 

 

Duolingo: I will in the weeks ahead be recommending DUOLlNGO, a fantastic 

language learning app that some of you may be familiar with.  This will be in-

stalled onto our school i-Pads . 

 

Netflix: In recent weeks, popular Anime movies from Studio Ghibli, including 

Totoro, Ponyo, Howl’s Moving 

Castle and many others, have 

been made available. They’re 

a great way to learn about Jap-

anese culture. Watch them in  

Japanese with English subtitles 

for an authentic experience! 

Family quiz 
Family members 

Shodo (Calligraphy): Days of the Week Japanese Culture Hiragana matching 



Upcoming Virtual Instrumental Concert 

If you child/children/family would like to contribute to the pro-
posed  virtual concert please respond to the post on Seesaw. The 
concert needs to be compiled and uploaded to air in the final 
week of this term so please get your video uploaded no later 
than Friday 12th June. 

Term 2 Music Clubs: 

Due to the regulations about cross age groups, we are unable to hold music clubs for 

the remainder of this term. This includes the Saplings Choir on Friday mornings and 

CrashBangWallop! on Friday afternoons. We will resume clubs as soon as we are able—

keep an eye on Seesaw for an announcement. 

New Look Composer In Focus. 

It’s your final chanve to enter our Iso-Composer Competiton. You can make a poster (or an 

online Glogster), Powerpoint, podcast, video, or annotated play list. Include as many of the 

following details as you can: Name, Nationality (where were they born), Dates of Birth and 

death, 5 facts about their life, a list of music that they wrote and some information about 

what makes this person so famous or important. 

Here are the final two clues about our composer: 

7. I am a male and my last name begins with B. 

8. I am the classic 100 Countdown on ABC Classic this year. 

We are sending these to 

composer Joseph Twist of 

the Seedlings Song Rocket 

Ship(who also wrote the 

music for Bluey!) to say 

thanks for sending us a 

backing track during re-

mote learning so we could 

keep singing our song. 

Rockets for Joeseph Twist 



June 2020 

 

Physical Education 
Physical Education Challenge 

Congratulations to the winners of the Rebel Sports packs over the 

last two weeks. We have one last challenge!  Design and compete in 

your very own 

obstacle course.  

See Seesaw for 

further details.     I 

can’t wait to see 

your entries! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Physical  

Education 
During our Physical 

Education lessons 

Junior students 

have been focussing 

on the Fundamental 

skills of Throw, 

catch and bounce. Children have participated in many activities to 

fine tune their skills. 

Home schooling children this fortnight are focussing on AFL  football, 

completing challenges to learn the skill of  a Drop Punt and bouncing 

a football. 

 

UPCOMING DATES 

 All future sporting events 
have been postponed until        
further notice.  

FOOTBALL SKILLS 

WE HAVE BEEN SUCCESSFUL IN 
RECEIVING A SPORTING 
SCHOOLS GRANT OF ALMOST 
$700 FOR TERM 2. WE LOOK 
FORWARD TO  PURCHASING 
SOME NEW  EQUIPMENT . 

 

THANKYOU 

MRS HEATHER  DELAHUNTY 

Please support those who support us. Urquhart Park Primary receive 5% of all  purchases 

at Rebel sport. Please sign up to be a member at the counter when purchasing and choose 

Urquhart Park Primary.  



In The SUSTAINABLE  

GARDENING KITCHEN …  
we are enjoying the season of autumn. 

How are you enjoying  the season of autumn?  

Until next time – Ms. Hartmann 

In The SUSTAINABLE  

GARDENING KITCHEN …  
we are enjoying the season of autumn. 





RECRANKED 

Next term we will be working in partnership with the Ballarat YMCA to offer the ‘Recranked’ 

bike recycle program.   

Ballarat YMCA’s “Recranked” bike recycle program will be delivered to a sample of students as 

part of our commitment to improved learning outcomes. This program will provide opportuni-

ties for students to gain practical bike maintenance skills in a supported environment. 

To enable the success of this program we would like to invite members of our school community 

to donate their old unused bikes (in reasonable condition – 

all sizes) to the school for the students to work on and dis-

tribute at the completion of the program to children and 

young people in need. 

Please contact the school office on 5330 5400 with your de-

tails or speak to Ms Dowling if you would like to donate a 

used bike. 
 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiVkpD8jKXOAhXKE5QKHTcPD58QjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.reddit.com%2Fr%2Fpics%2Fcomments%2F4ew345%2Fas_it_turns_out_most_people_cannot_draw_a_bike%2F&psig=AFQjCNG4gv




 

 

 

Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 

 

The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Urquhart Park Primary is excited to be 
participating. A new application is being used this year that offers a range of exciting features includ-
ing: 

 

 access to a library catalogue (including book images and blurbs) 

 a modern user-friendly interface 

 rewarding  students with badges as challenge milestones are achieved 

the option for students to mark books as a favourite, give them a star rating or complete a book re-
view 

 

The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the importance 
of reading for literacy development. It is not a competition; but a personal challenge for children to 
read a set number of books by 4 September 2020. 

 

Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents and 
teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books. 

 

All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian 
Premier and former Premiers. 

 

To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklists and for more information about the Victori-
an Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: www.education.vic.gov.au/prc  

 

 

 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc

