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DATES TO
REMEMBER

From the Principal
Welcome back for Term 2 everybody!
Staff News

NAPLAN
14 –16 May

It is with great excitement that I inform you that the following staff
members are expecting babies later this year. Mr Tristan Dixon and his partner,
Rachael are expecting a baby in Term 3. Mrs Nicole Considine and her partner, Tom
are expecting their second child in Term 4. Mrs Hollie Searl and her partner Michael
are expecting their second child in Term 4 and Mrs Karra Nicholson and her partner
Steve are also expecting their third child in Term 4. Our best wishes and congratulations are extended to Tristan, Nicole, Hollie and Karra as they await the arrival of their
babies. I will provide more information as staff are appointed to these positions later
in the year.
Learning Conferences

20-24 May
Grade 6
Canberra Trip
(FINAL Payment
Friday 3 May)

Many thanks to the parents and carers who came along to our recent
Learning Conferences. These conferences provide an opportunity for
students, parents and teachers to discuss the progress of each child,
celebrating strengths and determining areas for focus for the remainder of the year. I am particularly pleased that an increasing number of parents are
booking interviews with our specialist teachers too. Learning conferences are held
twice each year (end of Term 1 and end of Term 3). Term 3 Learning Conferences will
take place on Thursday 19th September from 3.30-6.30pm and on Friday 20th September from 9.00-1.00pm. Classes will not take place on Friday 20th September.
ANZAC Day

NO SCHOOL
Report Writing
Day

Wed 29 May

Well done to our students for the exceptional behaviour
shown throughout our commemorative service that was
held on ANZAC Day. Particular congratulations must go
to our School Captains, who presented a very meaningful
service that engaged all students and encouraged everybody to think about the sacrifices that others have made
for our freedom. Mr Tom Jobling, our very special guest
speaker and returned soldier, spoke with the children about the Gallipoli landing and
the importance of commemorating ANZAC Day. Many thanks to Mrs Whitney Wills for
organising our school service.
On ANZAC Day, our School Captains represented our school at the Ballarat ANZAC Day
service. Many thanks to Max, Emily, Lily and Luke, for their highly respectful participation at this service. Our captains are wonderful ambassadors for our school. Thanks
also to the students, parents and staff who attended.

Cross Country
Our school Cross Country will be held this Thursday 2nd May in Victoria Park. Notes were
sent out last week in relation to this event, and the Sausage Sizzle that will take place after
the run. Based upon their individual times, some students will be selected to participate in
the Zone Cross Country as representatives of our school. We look forward to a great day that the children will enjoy. Thank
you to Ms Jessica Quandt for her organisation of this event.
Parent Connections
Cross Country- parents and other family members are most welcome to attend the Cross country event on Thursday.
Whole School Assembly this Friday 3rd May at 9.15am in the MPR. All welcome.
Parent Information Session- Supporting Children’s Emotions 9.00-10.30am on Tuesday 21st May.
Mother’s Day
Mother’s Day is rapidly approaching. Over the last few years, the staff have held many conversations about Mother’s Day
and the messages that we send to our children through school events. As a Resource Smart and IB- World School, we have
moved away from the purchase of gifts at school, as we feel that this sends the message that appreciation is expressed
through consumerism. We have therefore encouraged the children to express appreciation through their words and actions,
such as making a card or doing something special to show how much we value our mums. We acknowledge the very important role that mothers play within our lives. We also acknowledge, that we need to be mindful that our families take
many different forms, with other significant and important family members requiring recognition alongside mothers. I can
appreciate that there are varying views on this subject and I am happy to discuss this matter with you at any time.
NAPLAN
NAPLAN, the national testing program that is held for Grades 3 and 5 children, will take place on 14 th16th May. The children will complete testing in Reading, Writing, Spelling, Grammar and Writing Conventions, and Numeracy. Please contact your child’s teacher or me if you have any concerns or questions.
Student Free Day- Wednesday 29th May
Wednesday 29th May will be a Report Writing Day as teachers prepare the children’s end of semester
reports. Students will not be required at school on this day.
Enrolments for Foundation 2019
Please visit our office as soon as possible to attain an enrolment form if you have a child that will begin in Foundation in
2019 as places are filling very quickly.

Some Dates for your Diary
Friday 3rd May - Whole School Assembly at 9.15am
Tuesday 14th- Thursday 16th May – NAPLAN for Gr 3 and Gr 5 students
Monday 20th May- Friday 24th May- Grade 6 Canberra Camp
Tuesday 21st May- Parent Information Session- Supporting Children’s Emotions 9.00-10.30am
Wednesday 29th May - Report Writing Day- NO SCHOOL
Thursday 30th May- Winter Sports Inter-School Competition
Friday 31st May- Junior Choir Festival and Whole School Assembly at 9.15am
Monday 3rd June – Gr 5 Swimming commences
Monday 10th June – Queen’s Birthday holiday
Tuesday 11th June- Gr 6 Swimming commences
Monday 17th June- Gr 3&4 Swimming commences
Monday 24th June- Gr 2& 3 Swimming commences
Tuesday 25th June- Parent Information Session- 9.00-10.30am
Friday 28th June- Whole School Assembly at 9.15am and last day of Term 2. School finishes at 1.30pm
Best wishes,
Janet Hillgrove

Approaches to Learning Awards
Jake Allison

FA

For always being considerate of his class mates and his teachers.

Maxx Cowan

FB

For sharing and taking turns when working in teams.

Fletcher Church

1A

For being a role model to the class, showing them how to co-operate
and be responsible.

Ryleigh Cook

1B

For being a role model to the class and respecting every learner. You
always use a caring attitude to solve problems.

Theodore Young

2A

For being respectful and inclusive of others both within the classroom
and out in the yard.

Annabel Ryan

2B

For making conscientious and respectful decisions in the yard.

Sophie Litchfield

3A

For working co-operatively with others and always displaying the PYP
Attitude of respect when at school.

Mason Matthews

3B

For your ability to lead by example by showing respect to everyone at
school.

Jemima Lockward

4A

For the way you cooperate with others, you always congratulate
people on their achievements before thinking of yourself.

Isaiah Broad

4B

For your admirable effort to always pay kindness forward and always
include others. Our class shines brighter with you in it. Keep it up
superstar!

Tahlia Lee

5A

For always considering others and communicating respectfully in all
group activities. Keep displaying these wonderful skills Tahlia.

Mia Souied

5B

For the way she cooperates with others, working respectfully in large
and small group activities. Thanks for displaying such wonderful
manners, Mia.

Kane Wetzel

6A

For the mature way in which he has approached social situations this
year. I have been so proud of the way you have worked with peers and
independently this year.

Byron Ashmore

6B

Byron is always willing to support his peers and when given the
opportunity, thrives in situations where he works with others.

Jacobi Phillips

Music

For his excellent control of his gross motor skills as demonstrated in
his work with Crash Bang Wallop as a Ding Box player, culminating in
the Assembly Performance.

Maddison Dixon

Gardening
Kitchen

For her excellent organisation and time management skills in the
Sustainable Gardening Kitchen. A valued team member that we
couldn’t do without.

Blake Van Der Heyden

Art

Blake has tried very hard to display appropriate behaviour and follow
our Essential Agreement during Art.

Willow McKenzie-Poteri

Kate Sandwith

Performing
Arts

For her outstanding organisation skills when planning and presenting
her Dance project.

George Bannister

P.E

For always showing a caring attitude during P.E.

Savannah Pitcher

LOTE

For always making excellent choices, being organised and managing
her time in class well.

Japanese：Mr. Paxton

Konnichiwa!
Japanese Outside the Classroom: Students and teachers are using Japanese outside
the classroom. Making requests, eg. “Can I please
go to the Toilet?”, and “Can I please have a drink of
water?” are made to their classroom teacher, who
are learning to respond in Japanese. Well done
teachers and students!
Animals: Japan is famous for
it’s unique animals: the Tanuki,
Mountain Cat and Japanese
Monkey to name a few. This term, students from grades 2, 3 and 4
will be investigating these, learning about the culture of animals in
Japan through origami, folk tales, language and more!
Japanese Club: Students can enjoy a range of
activities including origami, manga drawing, cooking, and playing
traditional Japanese toys and games. Japanese club is held at lunchtime
in the Japanese room. This term we will have 3 separate days:
Monday: Grades F-2 Wednesday: Grades 3-4 Thursday: Grades 5-6
Show and Tell: I encourage students to bring along any objects of
interest to Japanese class. Our grade 2 student, Ruby, even sang
“Twinkle Twinkle” in Japanese. What a star!

Upcoming Music Dates for your Diary
Week 5: Friday 24 /5—Instrumental Concert #1 (Gr 3 &5,
Saplings, Ukulele, Drum club)
Week 6: Friday 31/5—Saplings to Ballarat Junior Choirs Festival,
WCPA (1pm-6pm, see note)
Week 8: Tuesday 11/6—Seedlings Workshop
Friday 14/6—Instrumental Concert #2 (Gr2b, 2A Violin,
Grade 4, Seedlings, Kazzoo Club)
Week 10—Monday 24/6 2.30pm—Gr 2 Violin concert

Can you Kazoo?
Can you hum? Do you like having fun? Want to try something new? Then you should join the NEW Kazoo Club.
Running in term 2 in the Music Room
Tuesdays in the even weeks of term.
BYO Kazoo. There will also be a limited
number of Kazoo’s available for Purchase at the school office for $2– each.

Congratulations… to Carey
from 3A who successfully
graded for his white belt in
recorder at the end of term
Instrumental lessons: There are
still vacancies for this term in
some instruments. Please see the
office for an application form.

Term 2 Music Clubs:
Monday: Violin Club

Tuesday (even weeks): Kazzoo Club (See above for more information)

Wednesday: Little Drummers (Grades 1-4)

Friday: Ukulele F-6

Composer In Focus - The Beatles (Lennon, Mcartey, Starr)
Not all bands compose their own music and sometimes not all members of the band are involved in
writing the songs. This is the case with the Beatles, whose songs were mainly written by Paul McCartney and John Lennon as individuals. To enter this competition answer
the following questions:
1.Which country are the Beatles from and what year did they form in?
2. How many people make up the Beatles and what are their names?
3. Name 3 Beatles songs, and who wrote each of them

THE SUSTAINABLE GARDENING KITCHEN …

We have planted seasonal crops,
launched our new worm farm and
commemorated ANZAC Day!
Thank you to the many families that so generously give their time to care for our garden, chooks
and worms during the school holidays and on the weekends. As caring volunteers, you are so very much
appreciated. It is good to know, our garden and animals are in good hands.

We have been busy caring for our garden and planting crops of Pack choy, broccoli,
cauliflower, carrots and lettuce as well as flowers and herbs.

Worms and soil from our garden as well as recycled paper and food scraps have been used to
create our new worm farm. Members of our community are most
welcome to collect worm waste for their own gardens as needed.
Simply bring along your own recycled container to collect the worm
waste in. To use as an organic fertilizer mix 1 part of worm waste to
10 parts of water and sprinkle the liquid around your plants. Happy
gardening!

ANZAC Day has been commemorated in The Sustainable Gardening Kitchen by
remembering all who have been affected by war and the making of one of our ANZAC traditions, ANZAC
biscuits. In the first world war, these biscuits were lovingly made and sent by wives and women's groups
to soldiers abroad, as the ingredients did not spoil during their long sea voyage. In The Sustainable
Gardening Kitchen we used the same ingredients of rolled oats, sugar, plain flour, coconut, butter,
golden syrup, bi-carbonate of soda and boiling water. At first the biscuits were called Soldiers' Biscuits,
but after the landing on Gallipoli, they were renamed ANZAC Biscuits.

Ms. Hartmann
The Sustainable Gardening Kitchen

What a great start to Term 2 in
Performing Arts! This term each
class will focus on skills that can
be used in Drama and Public
Speaking. Students will have
the opportunity to write and
perform their own plays.

Congratulations to Grade 3A
on being March’s Class of
the Month!!
Just a Reminder…
Wednesday Lunch – Junior Dance Club (F-3)
Thursday Lunch – Victorian State School Spectacular Rehearsals
Friday Lunch – Senior Dance Club (4-6)

On Thursday 2nd May we will be having our House Cross Country Championships with all
students competing in our long distance running event at Victoria Park. Students have been
training hard during PE to improve their endurance and become familiar with running a
longer distance. Family and friends are welcome to come and support the students on the
day. In the 10, 11 and 12 year old events 4 students from each age group have been selected to
represent Urquhart Park Primary School at Zone Cross Country on Wednesday 9th May.

Swimming Term 2
This year we will be having our school swimming at Shayne Reece Swimming.
Grade 5 will be during Week 7, 3rd June – 7th June.
Grade 6 will be during Week 8 11th June – 14th June.
Grades 3 and 4 will be during Week 9 17th June – 21st June.
Grade 2 and 3 will be during Week 10 24th June – 28th June.
** Please note Grade 3’s will be divided into two groups over two different weeks**
Payment amount will be confirmed as soon as possible.

Term 2 after School Sports
Grade 3 and 4 Basketball – Starts Thursday 2nd May, this will be at the Ballarat Miner dome Stadium. Urquhart Park Primary School have 3 teams entered. Miss Quandt will be coaching the basketball team this term.

Grade 3/4 and 5/6 Netball – Starts Tuesday 8th May and will run for 8 weeks, Permission notes will be
handed out to all the students that are interested in Week 2. Miss Hardy will be coaching the 3/4 team and Miss Bond will
be coaching the 5/6 team.

Grade 5/6 Badminton – Starts May 15th until June 19th badminton will be on Wednesday afternoon. Those
students that are interested will get a permission note in Week 2.

If there are any parents or siblings that would like to help out with coaching for any of
the after school sports, please let Miss Quandt know.

JUNIOR UNIT
Welcome back to all of our families for Term 2. A warm welcome to our new families who have recently joined the UPPS
community.
It was great to meet with so many students and their families at the end of last term, during Learning Conferences. All students
continue to work towards meeting their learning goals and celebrating their successes along the way.
Our Foundation students have started their inquiry into ‘How the World Works’. They will be developing their thinking ,
research and communication skills as they learn about weather.
Research into living things is well underway in Year 1. Students have embraced the opportunity to select a living thing of
personal interest and are building skills to locate and interpret information. We are looking forward to a visit from Ecolinc next
week to learn more about insects.
In Year 2 social, self-management and research skills are growing as students focus on a celebration of their choice. Using
technology to develop research skills has been a recent highlight for many!
As the weather changes, please help your child to bring their jumper to school each day and a coat on rainy days.
Stay tuned for our Term 2 Junior Unit Assembly dates. These will soon be announced on Seesaw.

MIDDLE UNIT
Welcome to Term 2 in the Middle Unit! We have a busy calendar this term, including Grade 3 NAPLAN in week 4, our Grade 3
excursion to Scienceworks in week 6 and Grade 3/4 swimming later in the term.
In Grade 3 we have continued our inquiries into the responsibility we all have in protecting the environment. After exploring
natural and man-made resources and their distribution across the globe, we have started examining how we can reduce, reuse
and recycle these resources at home and at school. Our Earth Ed incursion at the end of last term provided many useful
insights into our use of some common renewable energy sources.
In Grade 4 we have been exploring 'How We Organise Ourselves', looking at how societies have different structures for decision
making. We have been focusing on lots of new vocabulary and levels of government, as well as current issues that are
important to address. We are currently preparing our political party campaign advertisements and cannot wait to share them
with everyone!
Please add the following Middle Unit Assembly dates to your diary:
Middle Unit Assembly 1—Friday 17th May at 2.30pm in the MPR
Middle Unit Assembly 2—Friday 21st June at 2.30pm in the MPR

SENIOR UNIT
What a busy term we have coming up in the Senior Unit! Our calendar includes Grade 6 Canberra Camp in week 5, Grade 5&6
swimming, Grade 5 NAPLAN in week 4 and Earth Ed visits for both year levels.
Our Grade 5 students have decided to take action, and everyone is invited to join to make this event as successful as possible.
On Friday the 17th of May, beginning at 2.10 and running until shortly after the end of the school day, Grade 5 students will be
holding a Maker’s Market. Students have been asked to recycle or upcycle old materials to make fantastic new products that
will be available for purchase. All funds raised will go towards the RSPCA.
Grade 6 students are working extremely enthusiastically to create their own country. Their countries will include its own
government systems, laws, principles, decision making process and a detailed map.
Excitement is also growing for our upcoming camp. Forms will be steadily handed out throughout the next couple of weeks and
a swift return of these would be greatly appreciated. Please keep an eye out on SeeSaw for details of a parent information
evening. We hope for this to take place next week.

BLUE LIGHT STUDENT OF THE MONTH AWARD - FEBRUARY
Congratulations to CIARA and COOPER who received the Blue Light Student of the

Month Award for February.
Leading Senior Constable Des Hudson was on hand to
present the award at our Assembly last term.
The award is presented to students who
demonstrate the following:


Positive school attendance



Showing respect for their teachers



Being respectful towards all students



Making a positive difference to the school

CSEF – CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND
A reminder to families who hold a Pension, Health Care Card (not a child disability
card) or are a Veteran or Foster Parent, you may be eligible to receive CSEF.
If you believe you may be eligible and have not already completed an application form,
please contact the office.
Family circumstances change, so if you have become eligible since 29 January, 2019
(first day of term 1), please contact the office, we may be able to submit an application
for the second semester.
Any queries, please do not hesitate to ask.
Karen George, Business Manager

Extra-curricular Activities—Lunch Clubs
Our Lunchtime Clubs give students the opportunity to be involved in a
variety of activities, a place to feel secure, learn to play in a safe and
friendly way or just get out of the cold on a winter’s day!
Clubs happening during Term 2 include MONDAY

Japanese Club Photography
(F-2)
Club

TUESDAY

Art Club

Kazoo Club

WEDNESDAY

Drumming
Club (Gr 1-4)

Dance Club (F-3) Newsletter Club
(Gr 3-6)

THURSDAY

Soccer

Japanese Club
(Gr 5&6)

Coding Club
(Gr 4 –6)

FRIDAY

Ukulele Club

Dance Club
(Gr 4-6)

Scooter Club
(Gr 5&6 )

Spheros
(Gr 3&4)

Bee Bots (F-2)
Japanese Club
(Gr 3&4)

The Discovery Centre is also open every day for quiet reading, drawing or colouring

WE WANT OUR STUDENTS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!
Student Attitudes to School Survey
We value student voice as a means to improving student engagement,
wellbeing and quality instruction and are conducting a survey to find out what
your child thinks of our school. The Attitudes to School Survey is an annual student survey offered
by the Department of Education and Training to assist schools in gaining an understanding of students' perceptions and experience of school.
Students from Year 4 to 6 will participate in the survey. Your child will complete the survey online
during school hours using a purpose built secure online survey tool. Students will be provided with
a unique login to complete the survey. The student login is an assigned identifier that may be used
to link data for statistical and research purposes only. All responses to the survey are kept anonymous and personal identification data will not be recorded in the survey response file. This ensures
that the confidentiality of your child’s responses is protected at all times.
This year the Attitudes to School survey will be conducted at our school over the period Friday 10th
May to Friday 7th June.

If you would like more information, please speak to Ms Dowling or visit: http://www.education.vic.gov.au/
school/teachers/management/improvement/Pages/performsurveyat.aspx

insights
Giving kids scripts for social
and school success
by Michael Grose

Recently, I heard my adult daughter rebuke a male friend for telling her that she’d lost weight.
“You just can’t say that,” remarked my daughter.
Realising his mistake this young man said, “So what should say instead?”
“Tell me I look healthy.”
“Hey, you look really healthy!”
“That’s better,” remarked my daughter, who’s not backward in coming forwards.
This young man’s scripting was askew. He knew that a male complimenting a female on losing weight maybe no compliment
at all, however he didn’t know what else to say. My daughter gave him a new script that he can use in similar situations in the
future.
This scenario is relevant to parenting. Parents should always looking for opportunities to give their kids the social scripts to
express themselves in different situations.

Benefits of providing kids with social scripts
Social scripting wins the parenting trifecta. Giving kids the words to use helps them stay safe; become social and importantly,
promotes their independence. Your job as a parent is to wean kids off you. Social scripting is a big part of this process.
So if keeping kids safe, while socialising and developing their independence is important then look for ways to give kids the
right words to use. Here are some ideas to get you started.

Asking a teacher for help or assistance
Kids often coerce parents to do their bidding with teachers, coaches, siblings and other adults. It’s easy to pick up the phone
and arrange to meet a teacher or go into your child’s room and ask for something on behalf of your child. Take a different approach. “Choose a time when your teacher is free, and then ask her if you can sit at the front of the classroom. You could
say….”

Entering a game at school
Many kids struggle to enter into a game or activity at school, so they sit on the sidelines and miss out. Consider coaching a
child about how he or she may approach a situation. Suggest that he or she looks for someone they know, and wait for a
lull in the game before asking. Social scripting involves timing, not just the words to use.

Telling a sibling to stop annoying them
“Jessica, please stop flicking the ruler while I’m watching TV. I find it annoying.” This may work. If not, this child could try,
“Jessica, could you flick your ruler elsewhere.” It may work. It may not. But it’s infinitely better than yelling, “Jessica,
DDDOOOONNNN’TTTT!!!!”

Saying No to a friend without losing face
Research shows that many teenagers struggle with peer pressure because they don’t know how to say NO in a way that
maintains their status. One strategy is to use an excuse rather than say give an outright NO. “I don’t want to drink tonight
because I’ve got football training in the morning.”

Expressing their emotions
Both genders can struggle to express their feelings, particularly if they haven’t been taught the words to use at home.
Recently, I saw a mother prompt her three year old when he was clearly annoyed. “Are you frustrated Maxie?”
“Yes, I fusttated!!”
“Would you like a hug?
“Yessss!”
You’re never too young or too old to be hugged. Just as you’re never too young or too old to receive a social script from a
well-meaning parent or friend.

GRADE 6 CANBERRA CAMP – 20 TO 24 MAY 2019
Grade 6 students attending the Canberra Camp will be departing on Monday 20 May.
A reminder to all families, that full payment is to be completed by this Friday – 3 May 2019, unless a
Centrepay or other payment arrangement has been made.
Karen George, Business Manager

2019 Prep CSEF Uniform Package
Information and an order form regarding the 2019 Prep CSEF Uniform Package went
home with eligible students yesterday.
If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Please complete the order form (measure your child’s foot on the chart available at
the office) and return to the office as soon as possible.
The sooner we are able to process your order, the sooner the items will arrive. The
State Schools’ Relief centre gets backlogged very quickly.
Karen George, Business Manager

