
 

 

 

 

DATES TO  

REMEMBER 
 

 

 

Appreciation 

Morning Tea 

27 November 

 

2020 Snow Camp 

2nd Instalment 
due  

29 November 

 

2020 Canberra 
Camp 

2nd Instalment 
due 10 December  

 

2020 Year  

Orientation & 

Grade Up Day 

Tuesday  

10 December 

 

Final Assembly 

Monday  

16 December  

@ 9.15 

 

What’s UPPs 
NEWSLETTER NO 18     TUESDAY 26 NOVEMBER 2019 

Dear Families 

Uniform in 2020 

As I brought to your attention in our last newsletter, our 

uniform policy has been recently reviewed by School 

Council. A draft of our reviewed policy was attached to our 

last newsletter. I understand that there are many different 

views about uniform and so it is important that I clarify 

School Council’s position and the implications this will have for the standard of 

uniform that will be expected and implemented in 2020. 

Why have a uniform? 

A uniform reinforces in students a pride in their own appearance, instils recogni-

tion of themselves as an integral part of the school community, and assists in de-

veloping pride in representing their school.  Issues of equality, health and safety, 

and expense are also factors that contribute to the establishment of the Uniform 

Dress Code. We are very proud of our uniform and the school expects that our 

students wear their uniform to school each day.  

 

What will be expected in 2020? 

Next year, all children are expected to wear black shoes (as many students   

already do). Parents may choose whether children wear black leather school 

shoes with laces or buckles or black runners/sneakers with laces or velcro. The 

shoes are to be plain black please. 

 

Girls may wear navy shorts or skorts as specified within the policy. We are     

noticing that some girls are wearing a variety of navy skirts (such as short netball 

skirts), which are not part of our uniform. Girls will be expected to wear only the 

items that have been specified as part of our uniform. This also means that tights 

should be worn rather than leggings. 

 
Teachers will be expected to implement our uniform policy by speaking with the 
children about expectations. They may follow up with parents by placing notes in 
diaries or sending letters home. In line with DET policy, children may be prevent-
ed from representing the school because they are not in uniform.  We under-
stand that primary school children depend upon their parents and carers for sup-
port with our uniform and so we are asking for your assistance.  
 
Thank you in advance for your co-operation. 



Parent Connections 

What a great day we had last Friday for our Lapathon and Twilight Market. As usual, our students did a fantastic 

job at the Lapathon, embracing the event and enjoying being outside together in the sun. Thanks so much to the 

family members who came along to support us in so many different ways. A special mention must go to our cater-

ing crew, who cooked 1000 sausages to feed the hungry walkers. The Twilight Market was a 

great success too, with many families coming along to support us. The students really en-

joyed their involvement in this event. 

We are looking forward to the Appreciation Morning Tea that will be this Wednesday 27th 

November at 11am. This is an opportunity for the school to thank the many volunteers who 

support our students and our programs. We are very grateful to this highly valued team and 

look forward to seeing you on Wednesday. 

 

Classes for 2020 

Many thanks to the parents who have followed the established process and lodged written requests 

with me for the placement of their children in 2020.  Forming the classes takes a great deal of time 

as we balance the academic, social and behavioural needs of the children. Over the last few weeks, 

parents have had the opportunity to contribute to the process and students have nominated some 

children with whom they would like to be placed. As students, parents and teachers have had the 

opportunity to contribute to the process, we will be reluctant to move students once classes are finalised. We ap-

preciate your support of this process. 

 

Commencement of 2020 School Year – Dates for your Diary 
2020 will soon be upon us! I have included the following dates to assist with your planning.  

Staff return to school on Tuesday 28th January 2020 - this is a student free day (no classes) for 

teachers to plan and engage in professional learning. On Wednesday 29th January or Thursday 

30th January, all students are asked to attend an assessment session with their teacher, which will 

allow teachers to meet individually with each child to determine learning needs. Details of how 

to book for these assessment sessions will be in upcoming newsletters. The first full day of school for all students 

will be Friday 31st January 2020.  

 

Grade Up Day 

Grade Up Day will be held on Tuesday 10th December. This is an opportunity for students to 

spend a day in their 2020 classrooms, with their 2020 classmates and teacher. Students will 

begin the day in their 2019 classrooms and finish the day in their 2020 classes.  I would like to 

thank our teachers for the hours spent developing classes. Thanks also to parents for sup-

porting our policies and processes related to class placements.  The staffing for 2020 is nearly 

finalised and will be released to parents on the final newsletter of the term. 

 

Foundation 2020- Parent Information Session 

We welcome our new Foundation families to our Parent Information Session on Wednesday 

4th December at 7pm in the Staffroom. This is a great opportunity for parents to learn more 

about our school and to develop relationships with other parents and staff. We look forward 

to seeing you there. 

 

Graduation and Final Assembly 

Grade 6 Graduation will take place on Thursday 12th December. This will be a very special evening to honour our 

Grade 6 students for their incredible contribution to our school. The families of our Grade 6 students have been 

invited to attend.  



Our final Assembly for 2020 will be held on Monday 16th December at 9.15am in the Multi Purpose 

Room. Parents are most welcome to this celebration of 2019. 
 

 

Upcoming Events 

The calendar is very busy. Please be aware of the following school events:- 

 
 

Date Event 

Wednesday 4th December Foundation 2020- Parent Information Session 7pm in the Staffroom. 

Friday 6th December Instrumental Music Concert – at 2.15pm in the Multi Purpose Room 

Monday 9th December Final School Council Meeting for 2019 

Tuesday 10th December Year 7 Orientation and Grade Up Day 
Final Newsletter 

Thursday 12th December Grade 6 Graduation in the Multi Purpose Room 

Monday 16th December Final Assembly at 9.15am in the Multi Purpose Room 

Wednesday 18th December Reports distributed to students. 

Friday 20th  December Last Day. Carols in the Multi at 9.15am. All families welcome. Please 
join us to sing some Christmas Carols. Classes will be dismissed at 
1.30pm 

OUTSTANDING URQUHART PARK CITIZENS 

Congratulations to the following students who have been named as Outstanding 

Urquhart Park Citizens.   They have been placed on this level as recognition of them 

making a very positive contribution to our school and consistently being an           

excellent role model for their peers. 

Darcy Sampson Dylan Brand Ashley Ham 

Indiana Atkins Liam Rowe Addison Ivens 

Evelyn Rundle Luke Blake Chase Morrow 

Riley Pedrotti Trent Ward Ryder Young 

Eden Pitcher Tegan Cartledge Harper Gillett 

Will Pedrotti Tahlia Lee Sebastian  Bogers 

Tahlia Quayle-Ryan Mia Souied Lucy Green 

Max Addie Beau Hunt Tayah Stuart 

 Amelia Beckerleg  



JUNIOR UNIT 
Even though we are coming to a busy time of the year, it is important for students to continue their 

routines of reading nightly and practising their spelling words weekly. Please remember that students 

who don’t read need to attend Bookworms each Friday. Foundation spelling is checked each Wednesday. 

Thank you to everyone for returning Fairy Park permission notes by the due date. All the baby chicks 

have found their forever homes. A big thank you to those who cared for them and have given the chicks 

a home.  

The Grade One students have enjoyed some hands on experiences, while exploring ‘push and pull’. Mini 

experiments have been undertaken around floating and sinking and friction with the Bee Bots. We have 

also appreciated a trip to Her Majesty’s Theatre, where we watched the classic Australian tale, ‘Possum 

Magic’. Also a big thank you to everyone that donated chocolates, for our fete stall. 

MIDDLE UNIT 

On Wednesday 13th November, our Grade 3 students delivered Christmas hamper donations to Vinnies. 

The staff and volunteers at Vinnies were amazed by the generosity of our school community. Donna, the 

manager, gave us a tour of the store and warehouse. The students particularly enjoyed the opportunity to 

grab a bargain, with upcycled toys, clothes and accessories proving very popular choices!  

In Grade 4, we have been investigating how media influences thinking and decision making. We created 

digital persuasive newspaper articles on local and global issues. Our new focus is on the impact of ‘fake 

news’. We have started creating our own ‘fake news’ documentaries.  

Last week, several students from the Middle Unit were involved in the planning and initial set-up of our 

new ‘Frog Bog’. The area behind the chook yard is still ‘under-construction’, with plants, logs and a water 

pump still to go in. Thanks to those families who supported us with their time and donations.  

Our final Unit Assembly for the year will be held this Friday at 2.30pm, in the MPR. All welcome! 

SENIOR UNIT 
 

This is an extremely busy time of year for students, families and teachers, so please be mindful of being 

kind and considerate of one another. We are all working towards the same goal, so let’s stay on the same 

page and have a positive end to the year.  

 

Grade 6 students did a brilliant job on Friday night at our Twilight market in developing and running their 

stalls. They thoroughly enjoyed this opportunity and raised funds for the school. In class, students script-

ed and filmed   videos that represented positive and negative first impressions. Students then analysed 

their own videos and discussed the elements that influence a first impression.  

 

Grade 5 students are in the process of completing their final presentations on their chosen celebrations 

from around the world. The teachers have been very pleased with the confidence students are displaying 

when presenting.   

 

Our next Unit Assembly will be held this Friday the 29th of November at 2.30 in the Grade 6 rooms. We hope to 

see you there. 



 

Hot Shots Competition: 

This year we have competed for the first time 

in the Hot Shots Competition. Congratula-

tions to the grade 5/6 students who attended. 

It 

Grade 5/6 Cricket 

Blast Cup Champion-

ship:  

Congratulations to all the students 

that represented Urquhart Park Pri-

mary School at the Cricket Blast Cup 

Championship. It was a perfect op-

portunity to demonstrate  our bat-

ting, fielding and bowling skills that 

we have focused on in P.E. Well done 

to the grade 5/6 girls team who pro-

gressed to compete at the regionals 

and placed 3rd best team out of 150 

schools. HUGE EFFORT! WELL DONE 

UPPS! 



 

Upcoming Music Dates for your Diary 

Term 4 
6/12—Instrumental Concert 4 (Grade 1 Grade 6, Ukulele Club, Crash Bang Wallop, 
Saplings Choir incl grade 1s) 
9/12—Grade 2B Violin Final Concert. 
20/12—Carols in the Multi. 9.15am 
 

As we draw nearer to the end of the year it is time to 

think about instrumental lessons for 2020. If your child is 

currently having instrumental lessons individually or in a 

group you will shortly receive a form for you to return in-

dicating whether they intend to continue with lessons 

next year. It is important that we gather this information 

so that we can help our teachers plan and work out how 

many new students they will be able to accommodate. 

We would also like to hear from any students who would 

like to take up this opportunity next year. Forms will be 

available from the office at the end of Week 8. In addition 

to our current offering of Violin, piano, Guitar and Record-

er,  we are excited to announce that next year we will be 

offering the opportunity for more students to take indi-

vidual drum lessons and that these will take place during 

the school day. More information will be available on the 

instrumental lesson application form. Hire instruments 

may be available - if you would like more information 

about this please indicate on the form when you return it 

to school. 

A note from Mrs. Hartman…. 

Just a reminder that the last canteen day for this 

year will be in Week 8,  

Thursday  28th November. 



 

 

 

 

 

Amazing and diverse discoveries occurring this term as a result of 

our Art Goal Inquiry... 



WANTED COLES LITTLE SHOP ITEMS 
 

If you have any unwanted Coles Little Shop items 

please send to Mrs Hill to be included in our Little 

Shop as we explore money this term. 

 
 

CASES 21 FAMILY STATEMENTS 
 

Thank you most sincerely to the families who have paid their Essential Learning Items 
charges for 2019. These payments help ensure the programs we plan for are able to    
continue with the best resources and technologies available to us. 

 
Of course it’s not too late to make a payment. The final 2019 Family Statements will be 
coming home soon, if they have not arrived at your home already. 

 
Karen George…. Business Manager 



2020 CANBERRA CAMP – 18 TO 22 May 2020 
2nd Instalment payment due – 10 December 2019 

 
The next instalment of $100.00 for students attending the Canberra Camp in 2020 is 
due on 10 December 2019. 

 
Please ensure all instalment payments are made by the 
due date. 

 
We have a number of payment options available – cash, 
EFTPOS or credit card at the office, credit card over 
the phone or Bpay. Please use your individual reference 
number on your CASES21 Family Statement. An email, 
note or phone call if using Bpay is most appreciated to 
enable the appropriate distribution. 
 
 
Karen George …. Business Manager 

 

2020 SNOW CAMP – 14 TO 17 September 2020 
2nd Instalment payment due – 29 November 2019 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

For those families who have a student or students attending the 2020 Snow Camp, the next        
instalment of $250.00 is due this Friday, 29 November 2019. 

 
This schedule, as provided to you earlier, is set by our Travel provider – HelloWorld. 

 
Please ensure all instalment payments are made by the due date. 

 
We have a number of payment options available – cash, EFTPOS or credit card at the office, credit 
card over the phone or Bpay. Please use your individual reference number on your CASES21 Fam-
ily Statement. An email, note or phone call if using Bpay is most appreciated to enable the appro-
priate distribution. 
 
Karen George …. Business Manager 







 


