What’s UPPs
NEWSLETTER NO 6

TUESDAY 14 MAY 2019

DATES TO
REMEMBER

NAPLAN
14 –16 May

20-24 May
Grade 6
Canberra Trip

NO SCHOOL
Report Writing
Day

Wed 29 May

From the Principal
NAPLAN
This week, our Years 3 and 5 students will complete
NAPLAN tests in Literacy and Numeracy. Teachers use
NAPLAN results to track learning growth and to examine
the curriculum in relation to areas of strength and those in
need of improvement. Our teachers have been preparing
the children so that they know what to expect on the
testing mornings. We aim to make the experience as comfortable as we can by
supporting the children as much as possible. The testing days are as follows:Tuesday 14 May Language Conventions & Writing
Wednesday 15 May Reading
Thursday 16 May Numeracy
Many thanks to Mrs Julie Robinson and Ms Monica Dowling for their co-ordination of
the testing program. We would really appreciate the children in Gr 3 and Gr 5 arriving
on time for school this week so that we can minimise disruption during the testing.
NAPLAN reports will be sent home in Term 3. Please speak with your child’s teacher if
you have any concerns or questions.

Cross Country
Congratulations to the school representatives who competed in the Cross
Country last week. Many thanks to Ms Jessica Quandt for her efforts in
preparing our athletes to take on this challenge. Well done to the
students who performed extremely well on the day and have qualified to
compete at the Division Cross Country on Friday.

Grade 6 Camp and the PYP
Next week, our Grade 6 students will be heading to Canberra for their
camp. This will be a fantastic learning opportunity for our students
who, as part of their studies in the PYP, have been inquiring into the
central idea that ‘Government Systems impact the Citizens of a Country’. This is obviously a very timely visit as we will know the outcome of the federal election by the
time the students arrive in Canberra. Many thanks to Mr Brad Whittaker, Ms Jessica
Quandt, Mr Tristan Dixon, Ms Karla Devlin and Ms Katie Mester who will give up a considerable amount of their personal time to attend the camp. I really appreciate their
ongoing dedication and commitment to their students. Thanks also to parents for
coming along to our information session and for all the preparation done so that your
children can participate.

Grade 6 Transition to Year 7 and the Launch of new DET Website www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au
Many thanks to the families of our Grade 6 students who came along to our Information Night about the transition to secondary school. Transition forms are due back by Friday 17th May. We appreciate your support of the
transition process.
As you may be aware, the Department has released a new website that helps parents identify their local public
school online. www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au was launched on 24th April and shows every school zone across the
state. The new website highlights the choice of public schools available to the Victorian community.

Parent Connections
It has been really exciting to see our Parent Partners initiative gaining momentum.
Thank you so much to the parents who have taken up these roles to support other
parents and engage families in the life of our school.
Next Tuesday 21st May, Stephanie from Uplift Therapy will be presenting a session
on supporting children to manage their emotions. All welcome!
Student Free Day- Wednesday 29th May
Wednesday 29th May will be a Report Writing Day as teachers prepare the children’s end of
semester reports. Students will not be required at school on this day.

Enrolments for Foundation 2019
Please visit our office as soon as possible to attain an enrolment form if you have
a child that will begin in Foundation in 2019 as places are filling very quickly.
Some Dates for your Diary
Tuesday 14th- Thursday 16th May – NAPLAN for Gr 3 and Gr 5 students
Monday 20th May- Friday 24th May- Grade 6 Canberra Camp
Tuesday 21st May- Parent Information Session- Supporting Children’s Emotions 9.00-10.30am
Wednesday 29th May - Report Writing Day- NO SCHOOL
Thursday 30th May- Winter Sports Inter-School Competition
Friday 31st May- Junior Choir Festival and Whole School Assembly at 9.15am
Monday 3rd June – Gr 5 Swimming commences
Monday 10th June – Queen’s Birthday holiday
Tuesday 11th June- Gr 6 Swimming commences
Monday 17th June- Gr 3&4 Swimming commences
Monday 24th June- Gr 2& 3 Swimming commences
Tuesday 25th June- Parent Information Session- 9.00-10.30am
Friday 28th June- Whole School Assembly at 9.15am and last day of Term 2. School finishes at 1.30pm
Best wishes,
Janet Hillgrove

TRANSDISCIPLINARY THEMES
TERM 2, WEEKS 5-10:
Grade 1: HOW WE ORGANISE OURSELVES
An inquiry into the interconnectedness of human-made systems and communities;
the structure and function of organisations; societal decision-making; economic activities and their impact on humankind and the environment.

Grades F, 3, 4, 5, 6: HOW THE WORLD WORKS
An inquiry into the natural world and its laws; the interaction between the natural
world (physical and biological) and human societies; how humans use their understanding of scientific principles; the impact of scientific and technological advances
on society and on the environment.

Grade 2: HOW WE EXPRESS OURSELVES
An inquiry into the ways in which we discover and express ideas, feelings, nature,
culture, beliefs and values; the ways in which we reflect on, extend and enjoy our
creativity; our appreciation of the aesthetic.

FOUNDATION – Term 2
Central Idea:
Changes in the weather informs the
way people live their lives
Key Concepts:
CHANGE, REFLECTION, CONNECTION
Related Concepts: Environment
Lines of Inquiry:
seasons and temperature
weather changes
importance of weather reports and weather
reporters
Learner Profile Attributes:
Communicators, knowledgeable, reflective
Attitudes: Enthusiasm, independence, cooperation, confidence
Approaches to learning:
Research, self-management, thinking and
communication skills
Specialist collaboration:
Music, Art, Kitchen Gardening and Japanese

GRADE 1
Central Idea:
Maps organise and describe places

GRADE 2
Central Idea:
Different forms of expression communicate beliefs and values

GRADE 3
Central Idea:
Science defines our place in the universe

Key Concepts:
FUNCTION, CAUSATION
Related Concepts:
Communication, geography
Lines of Inquiry:

places and their features

collecting and representing data

communicating direction
Learner Profile Attributes: Knowledgeable,
communicators, reflective
Attitudes: Commitment, creativity, independence, tolerance
Approaches to learning:
Communication and thinking skills

Key Concepts:
FUNCTION, CONNECTION, PERSPECTIVE
Related Concepts: Stories, pattern
Lines of Inquiry:

the purpose of sharing myths and
legends

how ideas and feelings are communicated through pictures, music and
vocabulary

demonstrating and exploring our
creativity through role play and
technology
Learner Profile Attributes: Caring, principled, courageous, communicators
Attitudes: Cooperation, creative, empathy
Approaches to learning: Thinking, selfmanagement and communication skills
Specialist collaboration: Music, Art, PE and
Japanese

Key Concepts:
FUNCTION, CONNECTION, CAUSATION
Related Concepts:
Discovery, History, revolution
Lines of Inquiry:

the meaning of scientific exploration

research guides our exploration

how scientific discoveries have informed our understanding of the
world around us
Learner Profile Attributes: Inquirers, knowledgeable, thinkers
Attitudes: Curiosity, commitment, independence
Approaches to learning:
Research skills
Specialist collaboration:
Performing Arts

GRADE 4
Central Idea:
Humans are driven to inquire, imagine
and invent

GRADE 5
Central Idea:
Earth’s changes impact upon human
life

GRADE 6
Central Idea:
Materials exist in different states and
can be changed for varying purposes

Key Concepts:
FUNCTION, FORM
Related Concepts:
Discovery, innovation, progress
Lines of Inquiry:

inventions that improve over time

famous inventors

inventions that can make a difference
in the world
Learner Profile Attributes:
Knowledgeable, thinkers, inquirers
Attitudes: Curiosity, creativity
Approaches to learning: Communication and
research skills
Specialist collaboration:
Japanese

Key Concepts:
CAUSATION, CHANGE, CONNECTION
Related Concepts:
Natural disasters, global warming, landscape
Lines of Inquiry:

natural disasters that have changed
the way people live

local, regional and global impact of a
significant natural event

the effects of extreme weather conditions
Learner Profile Attributes:
Inquirers, knowledgeable, communicators
Attitudes: Cooperation, curiosity, tolerance, confidence
Approaches to learning: Thinking, social
and communication skills

Key Concepts:
FORM, FUNCTION, CHANGE
Related Concepts:
Systems, properties, production
Lines of Inquiry:

different stages of matter

how changes in materials can be
reversible or irreversible

how properties of materials determine their use
Learner Profile Attributes:
Inquirers, caring, knowledgeable, communicators
Attitudes: Creativity, cooperation, curiosity
Approaches to learning:
Social, research, thinking and selfmanagement skills
Specialist collaboration:
Art

The Primary Years Programme (PYP) at Urquhart Park Primary School
As we move into the second half of Term 2, grades are moving onto different transdisciplinary themes. The
table will give you a glimpse into the learning taking place in each grade. If you are interested in any of the
concepts and want to get more involved, please let me know through your child’s school diary. Many grades
will be focussing on their Scientific inquiry skills, including; hypothesising, testing out theories, and analysing
results. Grade 1’s will be applying mathematical learning into location and mapping, and Grade 2’s will be
getting creative and expressive with storytelling.
A big focus this term is on reflecting on how we learn. We are encouraging our students to become reflective,
critical thinkers. By making a mistake and looking into ways to problem solve and work through the mistake,
we are building our capacity as learners. So, the big question to ask at home is, ‘how are you approaching
your learning?’
Mrs Hollie Searl

JUNIOR UNIT
Congratulations to all of our athletes who demonstrated enthusiasm, commitment and appreciation at our recent
House Cross Country. It was fantastic to see how the students embraced this challenge and persevered to the finish
line.
Foundation students are enjoying keeping weather journals. As part of their inquiry the children are thinking about
appropriate clothing for each season and supporting those who don’t have winter clothing by collecting coats to
donate to the Salvation Army. Please send along any unwanted coats .
Our Year Ones have been immersed in living things, including growing seeds, researching, authoring books, sharing
items from home and creating in Art. We have even met a few living things from the school yard! This week we will
hear our authors share their books.
Our Year Twos are excited about their National Museum of Global Celebrations at 3.20pm on 15 May. They have
researched their own celebration or commemoration and will be sharing the artefact they have created. Families
are welcome.
A reminder that we have a Junior Unit Assembly next week at 2.30pm on Thursday 23rd May, in the Hiroba. All
welcome!
FAQ: Does my child need to wear their school hat this term? Students only need to wear their broad brimmed
summer hat outside during Terms 1 and 4. Many hats have gone home for a wash, ready to be sent back in Term 4.
Now that the weather has changed, beanies are a good option for outside play times. Our uniform policy requires
that beanies are navy blue. UPPS beanies are available for purchase. Now is also a great time to be sending your
child’s winter coat along. Please remember to clearly name all clothing items.

MIDDLE UNIT
This week is a busy week in the Middle Unit! Our Grade 3 students are completing their inquiries into Sharing the
Planet, demonstrating their understanding of the central idea, ‘People must take responsibility for the
environment’, by working in teams to create advertisements that encourage others to think about the impact their
actions have on our planet. We have worked hard on strategies needed to be a good team player, including;
listening, speaking, positivity, problem-solving and goal-setting. Students in Grade 3 will also be participating in
NAPLAN testing this week on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. Can we please remind any Grade 3 families who
have not yet returned their Scienceworks permission form or payment that the due date for these is this Friday,
17th May. Thank you.
It has also been an exciting couple of weeks in Grade 4! We have been preparing for the upcoming ‘How We
Organise Ourselves’ elections. Each political party member has worked tremendously hard on a chosen issue,
providing loads of evidence and research, numerous points of views and of course... a solution! This week, we
began filming and each political party is waiting with anticipation to create their campaign advertisement. Our
election will be held in the very near future and we wish all of our candidates the best of luck!
Please remember, our first Middle Unit Assembly for the term will be held this Friday, 17th May at 2.30pm in the
MPR. All welcome!

SENIOR UNIT
What a busy time of year it is in the Senior Unit.
Grade 6’s are excitedly preparing for next week’s Canberra Camp. A huge thank you to all families who promptly
returned permission forms and other notes for the camp. Please keep an eye out for the permission note for an
Earth Ed excursion which takes place the week after returning from camp. Students in Grade 6 have just completed
their Sim Country presentations to the class. These demonstrated a wonderful knowledge of the way in which
government systems are structured and decisions are made. We really hope to use this knowledge on our
upcoming camp!
Grade 5’s have been busy preparing for both their upcoming Maker’s Market as well as NAPLAN testing which
began today. Please support these students by attending the Makers Market this Friday between 2.20-3.10. The
students have worked incredibly hard to make upcycled products using a sustainable approach.
Congratulations to all Senior Unit students who completed our recent cross country, a particular well done to those
who were selected to represent the school at Lake Wendouree last week. We look forward to the Winter Sports in
week 7.
Please be aware that our first Senior Unit Assembly for the term will be help this Thursday, 16th May at 2.20 in the
Grade 6 classrooms. Please feel free to attend!

BLUE LIGHT STUDENT OF THE MONTH AWARD - MARCH
Congratulations to THEODORE and ADDISON who received the Blue Light Student of the

Month Award for March
Leading Senior Constable Des Hudson was on hand to
present the award at our last Assembly.
The award is presented to students who
demonstrate the following:


Positive school attendance



Showing respect for their teachers



Being respectful towards all students



Making a positive difference to the school
community

Parents and Carers are invited to an information session on -

MANAGING CHILDREN’S EMOTIONS
Presented by Stephanie from Uplift Therapy
The one hour interactive session includes 

How to support your children to
manage their feelings



Building everyday independence



Building positive behaviour



Managing the transition from school to
home



Sensory Processing Disorder

Tuesday 21st May
9:00am in the Staffroom

Japanese：Mr. Paxton

Konnichiwa!
Japanese at UPPS is not just about the
language, but an immersion in the culture of Japan. Our students are offered a
range of learning experiences, from
cooking, celebrating Japanese cultural events such as
Boy’s Day and Girl’s Day, and origami.
Grade 3 students investigated Japan’s “Town of Zero
Waste”, Kamikatsu.
Our foundation students enjoyed making ‘”dango”, a
rice flour snack covered in maple syrup. Oishii!
(delicious!) They also made their first attempts at writing
Japanese...a very good effort by all!
Japanese Club: Students can enjoy a range of activities
including origami, manga drawing, cooking, and playing
traditional Japanese toys and games. Japanese club is
held at lunchtime in the Japanese room.
Monday:
Grades F-2
Wednesday: Grades 3-4 Thursday: Grades 5-6

THE SUSTAINABLE GARDENING KITCHEN …

Celebrating Compost Week
and Actions to care for our planet…
Compost is organic matter that has been
decomposed in a process called composting.
This process recycles various organic materials
otherwise regarded as waste products and
produces a soil conditioner. Compost is rich in
nutrients. We use it in all our garden beds and
seedling pots. It is another great recycling
initiative that we do at our school.

We have made posters about actions
that we can all do at home and school to help
preserve our precious resources …
Ms. Hartmann
The Sustainable Gardening Kitchen

This week all students have been busy creating in the art room. The grade one students have been learning about and exploring living things as a part of their Unit of
Inquiry into Sharing the Planet. The students above have had fun designing and
constructing their 3D living creatures from various materials.

Just a reminder…..
Photography Club is on a Monday at Lunchtime (invitation only– see me if you are
interested)
Art Club is on a Tuesday at Lunchtime (all welcome)
Any donations would be greatly appreciated please. We are still collecting newspapers and odds and ends for the Art Room.
Thanks
Miss Devlin

Upcoming Music Dates for your Diary
Week 5: Friday 24 /5—Instrumental Concert #1 (Gr 3 &5,
Saplings, Ukulele, Drum club)
Week 6: Friday 31/5—Saplings to Ballarat Junior Choirs Festival,
WCPA (1pm-6pm, see note)
Week 8: Tuesday 11/6—Seedlings Workshop
Friday 14/6—Instrumental Concert #2 (Gr2b, 2A Violin,
Grade 4, Seedlings, Kazzoo Club, CBW )
Week 10—Monday 24/6 2.30pm—Gr 2 Violin concert

Kazoo update!
Kazoo Club is off to a flying start with keen
participants who can’t wait to impress an audience! Great news—our Kazoos have arrived
and will be handed out to those who have
paid the office at club this week. Please see
the office to purchase or let Mrs Allen know
you’d like to join.

Congratulations… to many grade 3s
achieving belts in the last two weeks.
White: Tyson, Sophie M, Annabella, Rubi, William, Laylah,
Yellow: George, Harper, Amelie, Mason,
Sophie D, Eva, Bryce, Sophie M, Annabella, Mikayla, Korieza, Bethany, Carey,
Jakobi, Rubi, Tully,

Term 2 Music Clubs:

Tuesday: Kazzoo Club Wednesday: Little Drummers (Grades 1-4) Friday: Ukulele F-6
Composer In Focus - The Beatles (Lennon, Mcartey, Starr)
Not all bands compose their own music and sometimes not all members of the band are involved in
writing the songs. This is the case with the Beatles, whose songs were mainly
written by Paul McCartney and John Lennon as individuals. To enter this competition answer the following questions:
1.Which country are the Beatles from and what year did they form in?
2. How many people make up the Beatles and what are their names?

Junior P.E Students have been
having fun developing our gross
and fine motor skills with the
implementation of the Perceptual Motor Program (P.M.P) during
Term 2.
Just a reminder…..
Soccer Club is on a Thursday at
lunchtime at Arbol Arena.
Thanks

Miss Devlin

Perceptual Motor Program (PMP)
The Perceptual Motor Program (PMP) will operate during P.E in Term 2 for our UPPS Foundation and
Grade One students. The P.M.P is a strategy to assist the development of children's gross motor skills and
therefore assist with the development of fine motor skills, essential in the learning of reading and writing.
This program assists the development of the child and their relationship with their peers and the surrounding environment. It aids concentration and reasoning and gives a sound basis for future formal
learning. PMP enhances brain development by stimulating the five senses through movement.
The key areas of development through PMP are:

Gross motor skills
The acquisition of large scale movements e.g.: walking, running, jumping, skipping, climbing and moving
in and out of positions.
Fine motor skills
The acquisition of small scale movements e.g.: performing building tasks, isolating various fingers, using
tools, copying precise actions without overflow (accompanying large scale movements)
Crossing the midline of the body (laterality)
Children who fail to develop this skill are at risk of changing hands at the midline when performing tasks
involving movement on a horizontal place. Eyes must also learn to track across the body midline to avoid
potential difficulties with reading.
Balance
Closely associated with the development of gross motor skills.
Body and space awareness.
This usually develops from head to toe and from the centre outwards. Spatial concepts such as behind,
between, backwards, forwards and up/down are also practiced.
Visual and spatial skills.
Students are helped to track objects in all directions, match shapes and copy patterns.
Rhythm sequence, memory and listening.
Activities such as clapping to rhythms, fast vs slow movements, counting claps, steps, jumps, etc....These
skills are relevant to the development of mathematical abilities.

Check out the Entertainment Membership with 2 for 1 offers, special rates and up to
50% off on activities, dining, shopping, travel and leisure.

Urquhart Park Primary School

www.entbook.com.au/113v012
Or contact our school office – 03 5330 5400
You will be helping us to fundraise towards:

‘Upgrading the area around the Grade Three and Grade Four
Portables and the Music/Intervention Rooms’….

